
Education and Culture Committee 

Work Programme  

At its meeting on 18 November 2014, the Committee considered its work 
programme. 

The updated work programme is set out below and should be read alongside the 
‘Current Business’ information on the Committee website.  Further information will be 
added to our webpages as the Committee takes its work forward.  

Please call the clerks on 0131 348 5204 if you would like to discuss the work 
programme in more detail. 

Educational attainment  

The Committee has agreed a three-strand approach to its work on the educational 
attainment gap. It will— 

1. hold one-off evidence sessions on  
o the implications of the Commission for Developing Scotland's Young 

Workforce (“the Wood report”) for schools, teachers, and pupils;  
o the role of parents and guardians in helping to raise attainment;  
o the role of children’s charities in developing the most disadvantaged 

young people; 
 

2. consider a future paper on a possible inquiry into the attainment of  pupils with 
physical disabilities; 
 

3. take evidence later in 2015 from the Scottish Government and COSLA on the 
outcomes of their efforts to improve attainment.  

On-going financial scrutiny 

The Committee has completed its scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s 2015-16 
Draft Budget, and has agreed a longer-term approach to scrutinising spending 
decisions, outcomes and the Scottish Government’s performance framework. This 
will entail the following actions over the course of 2015— 

 taking evidence from a range of local authorities, as they develop their 
school budgets, to understand how they are helping to deliver the Scottish 
Government’s education priorities; 

 examining the spending decisions made and outcomes delivered by some 
of the key bodies within the Committee’s remit, namely Skills Development 
Scotland, Scottish Qualifications Authority, Education Scotland, Scottish 
Funding Council and Creative Scotland. 

Some of this work will also inform the Committee’s work on attainment.   
 

One-off evidence sessions 

The Committee will hold one-off evidence sessions on the following topics— 



 science 

 child protection issues 

 Curriculum for Excellence 

 the national youth arts strategy (Time to Shine)  

 an update on reforms to the college sector 

 student support 

 relevant issues within the remit of the Cabinet Secretary for Fair Work, 
Skills and Training.  

 out of school care (the Committee will await the work being carried out by 
the Early Years Task Force) 

 the Scottish Government’s Kinship Care Financial Review 

 language teaching 

 Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People. 

 

Legislation 

The Committee is the lead committee on the British Sign Language (Scotland) Bill. 
The Committee may also be designated the lead committee for other Bills.  

 

Petitions 

The Committee is currently considering the following public petitions— 

 View information on PE1420 (on the value of kinship carers)  

 View information on PE1530 (on guidance on how creationism is presented in 
schools) 

 

 

http://scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01420
http://external.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/creationismguidance
http://external.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/creationismguidance

